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disclosure of confidential information 
and records, and any other purpose 
that the deciding official deems to be 
in the interest of Congress or the Li-
brary of Congress.

§ 703.17 Procedures when testimony 
and/or documents are demanded. 

A demand for testimony and/or docu-
ments by a Library employee must be 
in writing, must state the nature of the 
requested testimony and/or specify 
documents, and must meet the require-
ments of § 703.15. A demand must also 
show that the desired testimony or 
document is not reasonably available 
from any other source and must show 
that no document could be provided 
and used in lieu of testimony. When an 
employee of the Library receives such 
a request the employee will imme-
diately forward it, with the rec-
ommendation of the employee’s super-
visors, to the appropriate deciding offi-
cial under § 703.22 of this part. The de-
ciding official, in consultation with the 
appropriate offices of the Library or 
congressional offices, will determine 
whether or not compliance with the re-
quest would be appropriate and will re-
spond as soon as practicable.

§ 703.18 Procedures when an employ-
ee’s appearance is demanded or 
documents are demanded. 

(a) If the deciding official has not 
acted by the return date on a subpoena, 
the employee must appear at the stat-
ed time and place (unless advised by 
the deciding official that the subpoena 
was not validly issued or served or that 
the subpoena has been withdrawn) and 
inform the court (or other interested 
parties) that the demand has been or is 
being, as the case may be, referred for 
the prompt consideration of the appro-
priate Library or congressional offi-
cials and shall respectfully request the 
court (or other authority) to stay the 
demand pending receipt of the re-
quested instructions. 

(b) If the deciding official has denied 
approval to comply with the subpoena, 
and the court or authority rules that 
the demand must be complied with ir-
respective of such a denial, the em-
ployee upon whom such a demand has 
been made shall produce a copy of this 
Part and shall respectfully refuse to 

provide any testimony or produce any 
documents. United States ex rel. Touhy 
v. Ragen, 340 U.S. 462 (1951). 

(c) The deciding official, as appro-
priate, will request the assistance of 
the Department of Justice or the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office or congressional offi-
cials where necessary to represent the 
interests of the Library, the Congress, 
and the employee in any of the fore-
going proceedings.

§ 703.19 Requests for authenticated 
copies of Library documents. 

Requests for authenticated copies of 
Library documents for purposes of ad-
missibility under 28 U.S.C. 1733 and 
Rule 44 of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure will be granted for docu-
ments that would otherwise be released 
pursuant to the Library’s Regulations 
governing the release of information. 
The advice of the appropriate deciding 
official should be obtained concerning 
the proper form of authentication and 
information as to the proper person 
having custody of the record.

§ 703.20 File copies. 

The Office of the General Counsel 
will maintain the official file of copies 
of all demands served on the Library 
and deciding officials’ responses.

§ 703.21 Effect of this part. 

This part is intended only to provide 
guidance for the internal operations of 
the Library of Congress and is not in-
tended to, and does not, and may not, 
be relied upon to create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law by a party against the 
Library of Congress or the United 
States.

§ 703.22 Where to serve demands. 

Requesting parties must serve sub-
poenas: 

(a) For Congressional Research Serv-
ice matters: Director, Congressional 
Research Service, LM 203, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 20540. 

(b) For Law Library matters: Law Li-
brarian, LM 240, Library of Congress, 
Washington, DC 20540. 

(c) For all other matters: General 
Counsel, LM 601, Library of Congress, 
Washington, DC 20540.
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